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HVMRT’S PROPOSED NEW
VEHICLE WILL BE USED TO
CARRY PERSONNEL AND
SPECIALIST RESCUE AND
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT TO
REMOTE LOCATIONS

A NEW RESCUE
VEHICLE FOR 2017?
Exciting prospects are on the horizon as HVMRT
looks to increase its operational fleet from two to
three vehicles in 2017.
The team currently maintains a Land Rover 110 4x4
primarily for carrying personnel and equipment to
remote locations, and a long wheelbase Vauxhall
Movano van which serves as a control vehicle.
The control van, Holme Valley Mobile Two,
carries all the necessary communications and ICT
equipment required to manage an incident, as well
as medical and technical rescue equipment and
seats for seven personnel.
The Land Rover, Holme Valley Mobile One, can
carry five personnel and also carries a quantity of
medical and technical rescue equipment as well as
two specialist stretchers.
Both vehicles are registered ambulances and have
been adapted to be able to carry a stretcher-bound
casualty.

Due to the increasing size and of the team, and
an increase in both the number and scope of
operational calls, it has been decided that a second
4x4 vehicle would be a worthwhile investment,
providing logistical capacity for carrying personnel
and kit, and thereby causing less reliance on team
members’ own private vehicles and allowing
the control van to be better configured to serve
command and welfare roles.
Options are still being considered, but the new
vehicle will likely be a pickup-type 4x4 with a
canopy over the load bay which can be specially
configured to the needs of the team.
It is estimated that the purchase and conversion
of the new rescue vehicle is likely to cost in the
region of £40,000 - £50,000. This cost will include
installation of blue lights and sirens, purchase and
fitting of specialist radios and communications
equipment, adaption of the vehicle to the team’s
specifications for safe transport of kit and
personnel, and a high-visibility livery.

IF YOU CAN ASSIT WITH ANY ASPECT OF FUNDRAISING OR CONVERSION OF THE PROPOSED
NEW RESCUE VEHICLE, PLEASE CONTACT INFO@HOLMEVALLEYMRT.ORG.UK
Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team: Registered Charity (No. 1015532), Company Limited by Guarantee (No. 2764292)
Reg. Office: Emergency House, Manchester Road, Marsden, Huddersfield. HD7 6EY.
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INCIDENT REPORTS...
20 SEPTEMBER 2016

CASUALTY ASSISTED
AFTER FALL FROM CRAG
Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team was called
out at 2025hrs on the evening of 20th September
after a teenager fell from a rocky outcrop on the
outskirts of Huddersfield.

back onto the vehicles, team members were
approached by a party of walkers - one of whom
had sustained an ankle injury. He was given first
aid treatment and the ankle immobilised, and was
transported back to the walkers’ vehicle for them
to transport him to A&E.

11 OCTOBER 2016

HVMRT members lifted the casualty onto a
specialist Bell stretcher which was then belayed
up the incline on a rope, before being carried a
short distance to the waiting ambulance.

24 SEPTEMBER 2016

URGENT AIRLIFT FROM
MARSDEN MOOR
The Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team and the
Yorkshire Air Ambulance were called out on 24th
September by Yorkshire Ambulance Service to
assist with a casualty in the Willykay Clough area
near Marsden.

Team members mustered at Holmfirth Police
Station to receive a briefing and the first search
parties were deployed to Holmfirth Cliff based
upon a search plan drawn up between HVMRT
and West Yorkshire Police.
The missing person was found by one of the
HVMRT’s search parties at 1440hrs, suffering
from hypothermia but otherwise safe and well.

The 16-year-old had been sitting on top of a rocks
on the edge of a local recreation field, shortly
before tumbling backwards and falling a short
distance onto steep ground below.
An ambulance crew initially called to the scene
requested the team’s assistance to safely
exacuate the casualty due to the steep ground
and poor access, despite the site being only about
20 meteres from the Ambulance.

The conditions were such that the NPAS
helicopter was unable to take off to assist with
the search.

The casualty was treated by the team’s
paramedic and then transported to Huddersfield
Royal Infirmary for assessment.

MISSING PERSON,
BRETTON COMMON
The Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team was
called out at 0210hrs on October 11th to assist
West Yorkshire Police with a search for a missing
person in the Bretton Common area.
The circumstances of the search indicated that an
urgent response was necessary and the subject
was potentially in the very near vicinity of the last
known point - however the incident soon became
protracted, with team members searching areas
of dense woodland through the night without any
success. In the early hours of the morning, two
air-scenting dogs and a tracking dog - together
with their handlers - from the Search and Rescue
Dog Association (SARDA) joined the search
effort.
As the day progressed, shifts of searchers had
to be employed and neighbouring teams Calder
Valley Search and Rescue Team and Woodhead
Mountain Rescue Team were asked to assist.
The search was called off at approximately
1845hrs with no result.

18 NOVEMBER 2016

The casualty had been walking as part of a group
on Marsden Moor when he began to suffer severe
breathlessness and pain.
The air ambulance that was initially dispatched
had to turn back due to technical difficulties,
but meanwhile team members headed to a
rendezvous in Marsden and began carrying a
stretcher and medical equipment up onto the hill.

22 members of HVMRT assisted with the search.

19 NOVEMBER 2016

MISSING PERSON,
HALIFAX
At 1615hrs on 19th November, HVMRT’s
leadership were alerted by neighbouring team,
Calder Valley Search and Rescue Team, to a
missing person incident in the Halifax area.
Similarities with the search conducted by HVMRT
the previous day led to a consultation between the
two teams, and a member of HVMRT’s leadership
headed to meet CVSRT’s control in Halifax to add
input into the search plan.
Due to the high-risk nature of the missing person
it was decided to mobilise both teams to assist
with the search, and at 1734hrs a call was put out
to Holme Valley MRT members to rendezvous at
Saville Park in Halifax.
An intensive search followed, covering areas of
parkland and private gardens in the Saville Park
area, using teams of both HVMRT and CVSRT
members, accompanied by officers from West
Yorkshire Police.

A second helicopter was called in and was able
to land on the moor a short distance from the
casualty site.

MISSING PERSON,
HOLMFIRTH CLIFF

The gentleman was assessed by team members
and a paramedic from the air ambulance. He was
treated at the scene before being carried by the
team to the helicopter for urgent evacuation to
Leeds General Infirmary.

The Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team was
called out at 1200hrs on 18th November by West
Yorkshire Police to search for a high risk missing
person in the Holmfirth area.

At approximately 2030hrs a search party located
the missing person in hospital grounds, unhurt
but very wet and cold. She was assessed by
MR medics and escorted into the hospital for
treatment.

Weather conditions at the time were freezing
temperatures and moderate-to-heavy snowfall.

25 Members of Holme Valley MRT and 26
members of Calder Valley SRT attended.

After returning to the RV to pack team kit
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2 DECEMBER 2016

ACCIDENT ON
BLACK HILL
The team was called by Yorkshire Ambulance
Service (YAS) 1559hrs on 1st December to assist
a casualty on the Pennine Way, thought to have
suffered a fractured leg near to Black Hill summit.
A full team call out was issued at 1604hrs for
a rendezvous at Wessenden Head. On arrival
police officers were heading for the scene and the
light from the casualty’s torch was visible in the
darkness.
Due to fading light, the Air Ambulance was
unavailable and due to the length of a potential
stretcher evacuation a decision was made to call
in members of Oldham MRT to assist with the
carry.
An initial party was sent to the scene with splints
and analgesia to make the casualty comfortable
while the logistics of the evacuation were
organised.
It was decided to use the Issues Road track to gain
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the closest possible access to the casualty site
by 4x4, and several HVMRT and OMRT vehicles
were dispatched up the track with personnel and
equipment to make an evacuation.

offered to cover any potential incident that may
occur in the team’s “more conventional” territory
while all equipment and personnel were tasked
such a long way from base.

The initial party on scene found the casualty had
suffered a severe lower leg fracture, but was
otherwise in good spirits, well equipped and able
to keep himself warm and comfortable.

Search parties of bankside-trained personnel
with water rescue equipment were assembled
to conduct canal side and riverside searches and
further parties were deployed into open areas,
parkland and farmland radiating from the point
last seen.

By 1826hrs the casualty had been successfully
transferred to a mountain rescue stretcher and
the two teams began to carry him off the hill. After
a 15 minute carry he was able to be transferred
to an MR Land Rover and was evacuated down
Issues track to Holme Village to the waiting road
ambulance.
Team members were stood down at 1949 hrs. 20
members of HVMRT and 18 members of OMRT
attended.

3 DECEMBER 2016

MISSING PERSON
SEARCH, KNOTTINGLEY
At 1044hrs on 3rd December, HVMRT was alerted
by West Yorkshire Police to an elderly gentleman
who had gone missing in Knottingley.
The missing man had last been positively sighted
at Morrisons supermarket in the town, and
various unconfirmed sightings of him had been
made in the area of the canal.
Due to the location of the incident, at the far end
of HVMRT’s operational area, Calder Valley SRT

REGIONAL NEWS...

At approximately 1630hrs, having searched all
appropriate areas with no find, the team was
stood down.

15 DECEMBER 2016

MISSING PERSON,
MARSDEN
At 1648hrs the team was called to a vulnerable
male, missing from home in Marsden. The team
was stood down minutes after the initial call after
the man was found safe and well by a PCSO not
far from home.

15 JANUARY 2017

MISSING PERSON,
GOLCAR
The team was paged at 1809hrs on 15th January
for a potential search for a missing person in
Golcar. Once again, after only a few minutes team
leaders were informed that the missing person
had been located and the team was stood down.

NEWS IN BRIEF...

NEW AIR AMBULANCE IN SERVICE CHECKING IN FOR
On 16th November, a handful of leaders from
HVMRT joined their counterparts from other
regional MR teams at Nostell Air Base to look over
the new H145 helicopters coming into service for
Yorkshire Air Ambulance.
The new H145s offer exceptional flight
performance and will have significantly lower
operational and maintenance costs than the
previous aircraft.
The H145 is night capable, enabling longer flying
hours, and is used by military, police and air
rescue services throughout the world.
The new helicopters will also come with a state-

of-the-art Bucher medical fit out too, which will
provide critically sick and injured patients the
most advanced treatment techniques.
The familiarisation evening covered some
important aspects of working with the new
aircraft that MR team members will have to
consider on operations, such as details of how the
casualty is loaded that differ greatly from the old
aircraft and important considerations that need to
be made when selecting landing sites.
MR teams are making more and more use of the
Air Ambulance service, and common training and
familiarisation with each other’s practices are key
to operating together efficiently.

Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team: Registered Charity (No. 1015532), Company Limited by Guarantee (No. 2764292)
Reg. Office: Emergency House, Manchester Road, Marsden, Huddersfield. HD7 6EY.

THE MONTANE
SPINE RACE

Over the weekend of the 14th and 15th of
January, HVMRT manned a checkpoint for
competitors in the Montane Spine Race
- a gruelling 268 mile non-stop challenge
taking in the entire Pennine Way. As well
as checking the competitors through at
Standedge cutting, the team was on hand
to provide welfare - a hot tea urn was kept
boiling throughout the weekend in order
to warm and motivate the runners on their
onward journey. Congratulations to all who
competed!
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FUNDRAISING

On Thursday 16th February, renowned British
climber and mountaineer Paul “Tut” Braithwaite
will be giving a talk at Marsden Mechanics Hall in
aid of Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team and
Community Action Nepal.
The evening, titled “Chew Valley, Everest and
Beyond...” will chart Tut’s experiences cutting his
teeth on various climbs in the local Chew Valley;
a classic gritstone climbing area that Tut would
argue was a crucial training ground for many British
mountaineering successes.
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The talk will progress through various alpine
adventures and will cover the critical role he played
in the success of the 1975 British expedition to
conquer the southwest face of Everest, where
together with Nick Estcourt, he successfully climbed
the Rock Band at about 8,200 metres, setting up
fixed ropes that allowed Dougal Haston and Doug
Scott to reach the summit on 24 September 1975,
and Peter Boardman and Pertemba to achieve the
same two days later.

The expedition was documented at the time by
Chris Bonnington in his classic account, Everest
The Hard Way.

Neplalese goods will be on sale, and there will
be opportunities to meet and greet members of
HVMRT and CAN.

Not content with making history in the Himalayas,
Tut Braithwite has gone on to conduct further
mountaineering adventures around the globe,
selections of which will also be covered on the
evening - ranging from Alaska and Patagonia to
Mount Kenya.

Tickets for the evening cost £10 and are
available from:

There will also be a bar, a raffle and a speaker from
Holme Valley MRT, who will briefly outline the
critical part the local gritstone crags played in the
formation of an organised mountain rescue service
for England and Wales.
The evening is a joint fundraising for HVMRT and
Community Action Nepal, which is currently
urgently raising funds to try and rebuild many
community and infrastructure projects that were
destroyed by the 2015 Nepal earthquake.

WINTER WARMER!
The team has just taken delivery of a couple of
hundred smart new microfibre scarves that are
available for supporters to buy.
The versatile garments can be worn around the
head or neck in a variety of manners providing
warmth and comfort and are especially popular
with cyclists and runners.
Our scarves cost £12 and can be purchased
from the team at events or through the team
website.
Wearing one out and about will clearly mark
you out as a stalwart of good taste and show
the world your support for HVMRT!
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• Marsden Library
Peel Street, Marsden HD7 6BW
• Mountainfeet
Lakeside Buildings, Marsden HD7 6AE
• Saddleworth Outdoor
45 High St. Uppermill OL3 6HS
• Online: http://goo.gl/Oy2TNW
(A small booking fee applies)
The event takes place at the Mechanics
Hall, Peel Street, Marsden HD7 6BW on
Thursday 16th February.
Doors open at 7pm.

BECOME A FRIEND
OF HVMRT
Becoming a friend of HVMRT is a great
way to support the team in its operational
activities without having to get your boots
muddy!
Friends support the team financially with a
small annual subscription, and also have the
opportunity to actively participate - learning
more about the role of Mountain Rescue
and assisting the team with events and
collections.
To find out more or to sign up, please visit:
friendsofhvmrt.org.uk
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